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Minnesota Science and Technology Authority

The Minnesota Science and Technology (S&T) Authority was created in July 2010 by legislature
(l16W.Ol) and tasked with developing and implementing a comprehensive science and
tec1mology economic development strategy (Strategic Plan) for Minnesota. The duties and
responsibilities of the former Office of Science and Technology (OST) were transferred into the

S&T Authority and the Director of the OST became the Executive Director of the S&T

Authority.

The Commissioner of the Department and Economic Development (DEED) serves as the CEO
and Chair of the S&T Authority. As members of the Authority, the Commissioners of Revenue,

Management and Budget, Commerce and Agriculture have responsibility for reviewing and
approving fmancing of eligible projects, projects that have been authorized by law, or programs
specifically authorized by resolution of the authority.

An 18-member Advisory Commission was appointed by Governor Pawlenty to serve as the lead
in preparing the strategic plan. Many ofthe previous members from the Advisory Committee
who prepared the Recommendations for a Milmesota Science and Technology Initiative Report
submitted to Legislature January 15, 2010 were asked to serve on the newly appointed Advisory
Commission. Current Advisory Commission members are:

AcademialResearch
• Eric Wieben, Mayo Clinic
• Tim Mulcahy, University of Minnesota
• Art Erdman, University of Minnesota
• Gail O'Kane, Minnesota State Colleges & Universities
• Deb Newberry, Dakota County Technical College

• Industry
• Rick King, Thomson Reuters
• Randy Gil'oux, Cargill Incorporated
• Pat Ryan, Seagate
• Mark Willers, MinWind Energy
• Dan Mallin, Magnet 360
o Joe Shaw, Syntiron

• Tmde Organizations
• Don Gerhardt, LifeScience Alley (1'etired)
• Dale Wahlstrom, BioBusiness Alliance & LifeScience Alley
• Todd Hauschildt, Minnesota High Tech Association
• Chip Laingen, Minnesota Defense Alliance

• Venture Capital
Joy Lindsay, StarTec Investments LLC

Angel Investor
• John Alexander, Twin City Angel Funds

Labor
• Jim Nimlos, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.
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